Magnetic resonance angiography of the circle of Willis in migraine patients.
We analysed records of 244 consecutive adult outpatients who presented at our neurological polyclinic between 1996 and 2001 with migraine and who underwent a MRA of the circle of Willis. In 80 cases, a definitive migraine diagnosis according to the International Headache Society criteria (1988) could be retrieved from the patient records. Of these, 63 patients had migraine without aura and 17 patients had migraine with aura. Two MRA procedures were abrupted because of claustrophobia and another two MRA studies were unreliable because of movement artefacts. In only one patient of the remaining 240, an aneurysm was suspected with MRA. However, a conventional angiography did not confirm any cerebrovascular abnormality. All other exams were considered normal. This retrospective study argues against a systematic screening of migraine patients with MRA.